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From ñThe Blizzard of ô88ò by Mary Cable

Å The 1880ôs brought astonishing new inventions and discoveries ï
already benefiting the rich and promising to ease and brighten life for 
everyone

Å The great eastern cities now had telephones, steam -heated buildings, 
and electric lights (on main streets and in wealthy households)

Å In New York City, anyone with five cents could ride on the elevated 
railroads, which, by 1888, had been in service for about nine years

Å All but the very poor were blessed with indoor plumbing
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From ñThe Blizzard of ô88ò by Mary Cable

Å The decade brought major medical breakthroughs, such as 
antiseptic surgery, local anesthesia, and anti -rabies vaccine

Å Inventions included flatirons, fountain pens, and adding machines

Å Improvements to earlier technology continued: the modern bicycle 
(1884), the alternating -current transformer (1885), the Kodak 
camera (1888), and the electric trolley (not quite ready in 1888 but 
on its way)
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From ñThe Blizzard of ô88ò by Mary Cable

Å On the national scene, there seemed nothing much to worry about

Å Deep wounds left by the Civil War were slowly healing, and no other 
wars appeared imminent

Å In the West, the last defiant Apaches had been removed to detention 
camps in Florida, and the frontier was now secure for settlers

Å All in all, most Americans in 1888 felt tranquil and hopeful
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From ñThe Blizzard of ô88ò by Mary Cable

Å People who lived in the eastern states were apt to be more smug and 
self -satisfied than westerners, whom they often looked down upon as 
rough innocents

Å Most arrogant of all were the New Yorkers, who saw themselves as 
living at the forefront of civilization

Å If there had been T -shirts a hundred years ago, they might have read 
as some do today: ñWhen you leave New York, you ainôt goinô 
nowhereò
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From ñThe Blizzard of ô88ò by Mary Cable

Å Then, suddenly, into that city of technological marvels came the 
Blizzard of ô88 and turned it upside down

Å While other parts of the Northeast suffered acutely, people were still 
living a simpler life and had time -honored ways of dealing with storms

Å They stayed home and turned to supplies laid in during the previous 
autumn; they didnôt miss electricity, or running water, or telephones 
because they werenôt used to them

Å They looked to no one but themselves and their neighbors to plow the 
roads; if no help appeared for days, they could wait

Å They were on an ancient time schedule, while New York City had 
already anticipated the twentieth century
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Storm Summary

Å Residents from New York to New England were isolated, with reports of 
drifts covering three -story houses

Å From the New York Herald, March 14: ñNow and then some pale and 
half -dead wanderer struggled into the mountainous outskirts and told 
dreadful stories of whole trainloads of passengers imprisoned in the 
snow, without food or the slightest means of escape.ò 

Å Horses were employed in dragging away the fallen trees and telegraph 
poles in New York City

Å Thousands of abandoned wagons were dug out and dragged by double 
teams of horses to places of shelter

Å New York City was ground -zero, as some 200 people lost their lives on 
the streets and another 200 in the local offshore waters
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Storm Summary

Å Fallen wires and candles set off fires across the snow -clogged city, with 
many fires impossible to fight

FIREMEN STRUGGLE TO RESPOND TO A FIVE -ALARM FIRE
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Storm Summary

Å Select Northeast snowfall reports (many still stand today as records)

- 58 inches at Saratoga Springs, New York

- 48 inches in Albany, New York

- 45 inches in New Haven, Connecticut

- 38 inches in Keene, New Hampshire

Å To this day, it has never been so cold so late in the winter season (many 
sub -zero readings throughout the New York ïNew Jersey area)
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Official Maps - March 11 -12 (P. Kocin, BAMS, Nov. 1983)
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Official Maps - March 13 -14 (P. Kocin, BAMS, Nov. 1983)
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The Official Forecast
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Thousands Attempted to Go to Work Monday Morning

Å People left for work believing the snow and wind would not last
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Thousands Attempted to Go to Work Monday Morning

Å Most felt they had no choice; times were hard and unions did not yet exist

SCENE ON BROADWAY ïIMPROVISED PEDESTRIAL HEADDRESSES
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Effects Were Disastrous, Especially in New York City

Å The city was entirely cut off for two days, and fears were entertained 
that a famine would result

Å Milk was in particular demand; one farmer was selling twenty quarts for 
$25 (>$650 today)

Å All business was suspended; horse cars and elevated trains (els) ceased 
running

Å Property damage in New York City alone was estimated at more than 
$25 million (> $650 million today) 
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New York City Newspaper Accounts
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New York City Newspaper Accounts

THE NEW YORK HERALD, MARCH 14, 1888
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New York City Newspaper Accounts

MARCH 13, 1888 HEADLINES FROM THE SUN



19

New York City Newspaper Accounts
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New York City Newspaper Accounts
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Shortages of Essential Supplies

Å Supplies of food, milk, and coal were scarce in the cities, as normal 
deliveries were completely suspended

11TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY
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A Sea of Snow, Manhattan
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Looking North on Madison Avenue, Manhattan
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Abandoned Horse Car, University Pl & 9th St, Manhattan


