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From,n:The . Blizzar.de*of

IThe: 18800s  brought, astoni shi-ng:- . naw
already benefiting the rich and promising; to ease and brighten:life for
everyone

The great eastern cities now had telephones, steam -heated: buildings,
and electric lights (onmain, streets .and in wealthy households)

In New York City, anyone with five cents could ride on the elevated
railroads, which,-by 1888, had been in-service for aboutnine years

All but the very poor - were blessed with indoor plumbing
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A The decade -brought major medical breakthroughs,: such-as
antiseptic surgery, local anesthesia, -and anti -rabies vaccine

A Inventions included flatirons, fountain pens; and, adding machines

A Improvements to earlier.technology:continued::the modern bicycle
(1884), the alternating -current transformer(1885), the Kodak
camera (1888); and the electric-trolley (not quite ready: in 1888 but
on its-way)
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On the-national scene, there seemed;nothing much to worry-about

Deep wounds left by the CiviF\War were slowly healing, and .no other
wars appeared imminent

In the West, the last defiant Apaches had been removed to.detention
camps In Florida, and the frontier,was now secure for settlers

All'in all, most Americans in 1888 felt:tranquil and ‘hopetful
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A People-who lived-in the-eastern states-were apt to be more smug .and
self -satisfied than westerners, ‘whom they often looked down upon' as
rough; innocents

A Most.arrogant of all were the New Yorkers, who saw, themselves .as
living-at the, forefront of civilization

A If there had been T -shirts-a hundred-years ago, they: might have read
as . . some . do today: nhWhen: you,l-eave New Yo
nowher eo
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Then, suddenly, into that city of technological marvels ,came the
Bl-i-z.zard  of 688 and .  turned It upsi de dow

While-other-parts .of the Northeast suffered acutely, people were still
living-a simpler life and had time -honored ways of dealing with storms

They stayed home and turned;to supplies laid in during the previous
autumn, they didnot:- . miss electricity, or
because they werenot used to them

They looked to no,one but-themselves and their neighbors to plow the
roads,; If no help appeared for days, they could wait

They were on an ancient-time schedule, - while New-York City had
already anticipated the twentieth century



Storm; Summary

Residents from New-York:-to New, England were isolated, with-reports, of
drifts covering three . - --story houses

Erom-the New ¥York Heral d, Mar, ch- 14:
half -dead wanderer -struggled into the mountainous: outskirts and tald
dreadful staories of whole trainleads of passengers-imprisoned in the
snow, wiithowut-  food  , orn ' he  slightest

Horses were employed in dragging-away. the fallen trees and-telegraph
poles in New York City

Thousands of abandoned wagons were, dug out and dragged;by double
teams of horses-to places-of shelter

New York City was ground ; - -zero, as some 200 people lost their lives on
the streets -and another 200in the local offshore waters
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Storm; Summary

A Eallen wires-and candles set off fires across the snow -clogged: city, with
many fires impossible to fight

3 (g

FIREMEN STRUGGLE TO RESPOND TO A FIVE -ALARM FIRE



Storm; Summary

A Select Northeast snowtfall reports (many still stand today as records)
- 58 Inches at Saratoga Springs; New. York
- 48 Inches in Albany; New -York
- 45 inches in New Haven,-Connecticut
- 38 Inches in Keene, New-Hampshire

** Philadelphia

A To this-day, it has never been-so cold so late in the winter season (many
sub -zero readings throughout the New York I New Jersey area)



Official Maps
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Official Maps

- March 13- -14 (P. Kacin, BAMS,-Nov
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The Official Forecast

From the War Department’s Signal Service

Washington City, Sunday, March 11, 1888 — 7 A. M.

Indications for 24 hours, commencing at 3 P.M., Sunday, March 11,
1888.
Fresh to brisk easterly winds, with rain, will prevail to-night, followed on Monday
by colder brisk westerly winds and fair weather throughout the Atlantic states; colder
fresh westerly winds, with fair weather, over the lakes regions, the Ohio and
Mississippi valleys; diminishing northerly winds, with slightly colder, fair weather,
in the Gulf states; light to fresh variable winds, with higher temperature, in Kansas,
Nebraska, and Colorado.

SIGNALS. — Cautionary southeast signals are displayed on the Atlantic
coast from Norfolk section to Wood’s Holl section.

RIVERS. — The rivers will rise slightly.




Thousands Attempted to Go to:Work Moenday Morning

A People left for work:believing the snow and wind would: not last
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Thousands Attempted to Go to:Work Menday Morning

A Most felt they-had no choice; times were hard and unions did not yet-exist

SCENE ON BROADWAY T IMPROVISED PEDESTRIAL HEADDRESSES
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Effects-Were Disastrous, Especially in.New York City

A The city was entirely -cut off for. two days, and fears were entertained
that a famine, would ‘result

A Milk was in particular demand; -one farmer-was-selling twenty: quarts for
$25 (>$650 today)

A All business was suspended;-horse cars and elevated trains (els).ceased
running

A Property damage:in New York City alone was estimated at more-than
$25 million (> $650 million today)

15



New York City:-Newspaper: Accounts
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New York City:-Newspaper: Accounts

THE BURIED CITY

New York's Dreadful Sepulture
Under Masses of Snow.

A NIGHT OF DEVASTATION.

How the Tempest Howled and Raged
Throagh the Dark Wil-
derness of Streets.

PERISHING MEN AND WOMEN

Wasderers Powsd Dead in Snowdrifts and
Families DBriven Into the
Storm by Fire |
AND THE TEMPERATURE BELOW ZERO.

THE NEW YORK'HERALD,; MARCH 14, 1888
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New York City:-Newspaper: Accounts

BLIEZARD WAS KING

The Metropolis Helpless
llndar‘Snnw.

RARDLY A WAEELTURA

Business Knocked Flat as if
by a Panic.

PLAYS, TRIALS, FUNERALS,
ALL POSTPONED.

Fifty Train Loads of Passengers
Stack on the Main Lines.

WHERE THEY ARE, HEAVEN KNOWS.

MARCH 13, 1888 HEADLINES FROM THE SUN




New York City:-Newspaper: Accounts

A little past 12 o’clock on Sunday night, or Monday morning, the severe rain that had
been pelting down since the moment of the opening of the church doors suddenly changed to a
sleet storm that plated the sidewalks with ice. Then began the great storm that is to become for
years a household word, a symbol of the worst of weathers and the limit of nature’s possibilities
under normal conditions.

At a quarter past 6 o’clock, when the extremely modified sunlight forced its way to earth,
the scene in the two great cities that the bridge unites was remarkably beyond any winter sight
remembered by the people. The streets were blocked with snowdrifts. The car tracks were hid,
horse cars were not in the range of possibilities, a wind of wild velocity howled between the rows
of houses, the air was burdened with soft, wet, clinging snow, only here and there was a wagon
to be seen, only here and there a feeble moving man . . .

It was Monday morning, when a day of rest from shopping had depleted the larders in
every house, and yet there were no milk carts, no butcher wagons, no basket-laden grocer boys,
no bakers’ carriers. In great districts, no attempt was made to deliver the morning papers. The
cities were paralyzed.

The New York Sun, Tuesday, March 13, 1888




New York City:-Newspaper: Accounts

In looking back on the events of vesterday the most amazing thing to the residents of this
great city must be the ease with which the elements were able to overcome the boasted triumph
of civilization, particularly in those respects which philosophers and statesmen have contended
permanently marked our civilization and distinguished it from the civilization of the old world —

our superior means of intercommunication. Before the fury of the great blizzard they all went

down, whether propelled by steam or electricity. The elevated trains became useless; so did the
telegraph wires, the telephone wires, the wires for conveying the electric lights, the wires for
giving the alarms of fire. And, worse than useless, they became dangerous.

The New York Times, Tuesday, March 13, 1888
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Shortages of: Essential Supplies

Supplies-of food, milk, and coal-were scarce-in the cities, as normal
deliveries were completely suspended

,'

11TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY
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A Sea of Snow, Manhattan
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l.ooKing-North

on:-Madison -Avenue, Manhattan

PR

Looking north on Madison Avenue during the March 1888 Blizzard.
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Abandoned Horse Car, University Pl & 9th 'St,, Manhattan
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